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Washington County Master Gardeners Newsletter - November 2025

Garden Thyme is best viewed in your browser (instead of viewing it within your
email). Just click on the link at the top of this page that says "View this email in
your browser."

NOVEMBER MEETING
The Washington County Family and Consumer

Sciences Program

Hope to see you at our monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 4, at 6:30 p.m.,
at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 2925 Old Missouri Road, Fayetteville. Here's a map
showing the location of Good Shepherd.

Our guest speaker is Elizabeth Berner, the Washington
County Family and Consumer Sciences extension agent
with the UADA Cooperative Extension Service. She
conducts educational programs on topics such as nutrition,
family life, finance, and health and wellness, and works
closely with the Extension Homemakers Council.

Elizabeth will give an overview of the Family and
Consumer Sciences program and also share plans for
2026.

Follow Arkansas Extension FCS - Washington Co.on
Facebook for healthy living tips from Elizabeth and the Cooperative Extension Service.

Taking Care of Business

We will vote on these items at our November 4 monthly business meeting.


https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1139915547810/683ab4f6-7ef1-46d5-8a30-d97f26d6cb21
https://maps.app.goo.gl/ZN2TfGPrmNj28oGR6
https://www.facebook.com/washington.fcs.ark
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=683ab4f6-7ef1-46d5-8a30-d97f26d6cb21

October 2025 Business Meeting September 2025 Treasurer's Report
Minutes

From Your President

ALFI ANDERSON

As November rolls in and the air turns crisp, it feels like
the right time to pause and give thanks. This season always
reminds me how much there is to be grateful for, especially
for our wonderful Washington County Master Gardener
family.

I'm so thankful for the amazing Executive Board, our
committee chairs, co-chairs, and sanctioned project
leaders who keep things running so beautifully throughout
the year. I am so grateful for each and every one of our

members who has given your time and talents to make
Washington County a more beautiful and educated
place. Each of you pours so much heart into what you do, and it truly shows. I'm also grateful
for our county agent, Colin Massey, whose guidance and support help keep us growing in the
right direction.

The Executive Board has discussed plans for next year. Your requests about moving our
monthly meetings back to the Extension Office have been heard, and we’ve been working as
an executive board to make sure we accommodate you as best we can, so stay tuned and watch
for more details about this coming soon.

We also have a videographer in place for 2026. Caleb Israel has volunteered to record our
monthly meetings, so that members can watch the recording via a link posted on the
website. This will allow members to be able to earn their education hours. We will NOT be
providing a Zoom option when we have an in-person meeting. The time it takes to set up a
dual meeting is not feasible. We want to respect our county agent's time.

We have two more meetings for 2025. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, November 4, at
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 2925 N. Old Missouri Road, Fayetteville Then, our
December meeting on Tuesday, December 2, will be held in Waldrip Hall at Don Tyson Center
for Agricultural Sciences, 1371 W. Altheimer Drive, Fayetteville. We’ll celebrate the season
with our holiday potluck. Coffee and water will be provided. Please make sure and bring your
own plate, utensils, and drinking vessel. We also plan to have an ornament exchange! As
you’re decorating for Christmas, set aside an ornament to bring along—something old or
something new. More details will be coming soon, but it’s sure to be a fun and festive time
together.

As the year is coming to a close, it’s not just our gardens and soil that need a season of rest—
we do too. Take time this month to slow down, breathe in the cool air, and enjoy the quiet


https://files.constantcontact.com/2a4e2486901/608cb38a-eb7b-41fe-91d0-87a213c7ece5.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/2a4e2486901/6fec00ef-851d-4d4e-878b-2fee2e8c133c.pdf?rdr=true
https://maps.app.goo.gl/eKkFhojtFdbiGDTSA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/MrdoqRGQB77fipnS6

beauty of the season. Let yourself recharge and get ready for the new year ahead.

Here’s to a peaceful November full of gratitude, good company, and maybe a few last walks
through the garden before winter settles in.

With heartfelt thanks,
Alfi

Pay Up, Please

Photo by Fabian Blank on Unsplash.

We'll be accepting dues for 2026 at our November 4 meeting . You can also pay
online with a credit card. (It's so easy!)

Dues are $30. A $5 late fee will be applied if payment is made after December 1.

WCMG Scholarship Winner


https://unsplash.com/@blankerwahnsinn?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/pink-pig-figurine-on-white-surface-pElSkGRA2NU?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://uada.formstack.com/forms/washington_mg_dues

Vanessa Parker Patton is a non-traditional student studying horticulture at the University of
Arkansas, set to graduate this December. She has worked as a registered nurse for over 12
years, caring for patients of all ages. A turning point came when she discovered the peace and
fulfillment of working in a plant nursery, which inspired her to build a greenhouse, expand
her gardens, and ultimately pursue a degree in horticulture. While she continues to work
weekends as a nurse to support her family, her passion lies in plant care and agriculture. She
is deeply grateful to the Washington County Master Gardeners for their generous support in
helping her reach her educational goals.

Speaking of the WCMG Scholarship . . .

DOLORES STAMPS and KATHY LAUNDER
Endowment Committee co-chairs




Photo by Patti Black on Unsplash.

First, what is an endowment? An endowed scholarship is a permanent fund (in this case
established by WCMG) that is invested to generate income which is then used to provide
scholarship awards indefinitely.

The WCMG Endowment started in 2011. Our goal is to give a $1,000 scholarship each year to
a UA horticulture student to invest in the future of horticulture in our state. Dr. Mary Savin,
head of the UA Department of Horticulture, assists with the selection of a recipient.

Your contribution to the WCMG Endowment is valuable regardless of the amount.

The form to use for making a donation to the endowed scholarship is always available in the
Member Resource Guide on the WCMG website, but here's a quick link to the form All the

instructions are on the form. We hope you'll download it, fill it out, and make a contribution.

Thank you in advance for your support!

The Sun is Setting on 2025's Volunteer Hours

Photo by Noah Ridge on Unsplash.

Our work days are winding down. Be sure to enter your hours before December
15!

1. If you're a returning Master Gardener, 10 of your 20 volunteer hours need to be on
sanctioned projects, but the other 10 can be non-sanctioned work, such as at a church,
or school, or other public place.
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2. If you're a trainee, 20 of your 40 required volunteer hours need to be in sanctioned
projects, but the other 20 can be non-sanctioned work.

3. The 20 education hours you need can be earned through attending monthly meetings,
listening to gardening podcasts, reading magazines, watching gardening shows, reading
seed catalogs, visiting public gardens, and more.

Please don't wait to log in to the system. If there are any problems with your access to
the state website, it’s better to resolve them sooner rather than later. Remember that the
simplest way to log in to the state site is through our Washington County Master Gardener
website. Click on "Enter Volunteer Hours" at the top right of the homepage. Your username is
your email address, and your password is whatever you set it as. If you don’t remember what
it is, click on the "Forgot Password" button, and a link to reset it will be sent to your email.

Questions? Annette Pianalto and Kathryn Birkhead, your Washington County online
managers, are eager to help. Email or call Annette, 479-409-7874; or Kathryn, 479-445-
2163.

Thank You, Mr. Monarch

Marty Powers (center) says a few words at the unveiling of a bench placed in his honor on the

Shiloh Museum campus. Also pictured are Brad Neidecker (left), Kim Coslett, and Steve Lisle.
Brad and Kim created the concrete pad; Steve pitched in to help assemble and install the
bench. Photo by Kathryn Birkhead.

Retired Shiloh Museum groundskeeper/never-retired WCMG Marty Powers was recently
honored for his years of work on behalf of monarch butterflies, pollinators, native plants, and
local history with the installation of a bench and stone marker on the museum campus. Many
WCMGs pitched in to purchase the bench and marker, and many WCMGs showed up on a


https://wcmgar.org/
mailto:annettepianalto@gmail.com
mailto:kathrynbirkhead@gmail.com

rainy Sunday afternoon for the unveiling. WCMG Kathryn Birkhead speaks for all of us:

"What a joy to recognize Marty Powers!"

In spite of a rainy Sunday afternoon, a crowd of WCMG showed up to celebrate Marty Powers,
aka Mr. Monarch. Photo by Kathryn Birkhead.

The Latest Swarm of Busy Bees

July Busy Bees, from left: Margaret Abowitz, Lynne Bell, Chuck Rutherford, Donilyn Rutherford,

Linda Morrow. Not pictured: John Ball, Robert Callier, Darielle James, Michael Mohler, Joyce Starr,
Adriana Treadway, Phyllis Wilkins, Laura Winburn. Photo by Caleb Israel.




August Busy Bees: Caleb Israel, Kitty
Sanders.

Not pictured: Steve Brizzi, Sharon Daniels,

Sonja Everitt, Peggy Konert, Carolyn Newbern,

Sally Schoen, Patty Stith, Teresa Sullivan,
Julie Torseth, Jane Van Tuyl, Marie Waters-
Ford.

September Busy Bees: Terry Hedden,
Rhonda Lovell. Photo by Caleb Israel.

Not pictured: Dawn Fisher, Joyce Hardin, Gari
James, Jayne Laster, Dale Thomas.

Thanksgiving Decor

TALYA TATE BOERNER
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Image courtesy of Talya Tate Boerner.

Do you decorate for Thanksgiving? I think a lot of folks skip from Halloween to Holiday. Not
me. I believe in giving Thanksgiving its proper due. Much of my Halloween decor is fall-
themed and fall equals Thanksgiving. I remove ghosts, goblins and spiders and leave the
pumpkins, gourds and Indian corn. Since I never got around to carving a pumpkin this year,
mine will see me through November without melting into a moldy mess. Click here to read
more. . . .(This link will take you to Talya's blog on herGrace, Grits and Gardening website.)

October Photo of the Month Contest:
"Birds, Bees, and Butterflies"

FIRST PLACE TIE
"A Crowded Coneflower"” by Pam Butler



https://gracegritsgarden.com/2015/11/thanksgiving-decor.html

FIRST PLACE TIE
"New Life" by Caleb Israel




FIRST PLACE TIE
"Oh ... Snap!" by Roxanne Gallup

Get your camera ready for "Fall Color," which is the November theme. Deadline to
enter is November 15. Contest details are available on the WCMG website.

Here's a link to the 2025 photo contest themes.

Gardening and Community Events

PAM BUTLER

This calendar features events close to home. To stay in the know about MG and UADA
gardening-related activities across Arkansas, sign up for the state calendar of eventssent by
the Extension Service headquarters in Little Rock.

NOVEMBER 1, all day. HIGHLANDS CHAPTER OF THE OZARK SOCIETY
DAYHIKE: SUNRISE HAWKSBILL CRAG AND COMPTON’S DOUBLE FALLS. For
more information.


https://wcmgar.org/photo-of-the-month-competition/
https://files.constantcontact.com/2a4e2486901/d8d30303-516a-4ba3-8e5e-a2ac63c00c19.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*1dm0vd7*_ga*MTA3OTA5OTM3OS4xNzQ4MTM2Njcy*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*czE3NDgxMzY2NzIkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDgxNDQ3MDQkajIzJGwwJGgwJGQ0YlVEemRzd2RtT19zbVBMZndGMGFaRTVjdHdzT09kOENR
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https://www.ozarksociety.net/chapters/highlands/

NOVEMBER 1, 8:40—11:00 a.m. NOVEMBER 2025 OZARK EXPLORATION:
NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY. Ozark Natural Science Center, 1905 Madison 1305,
Huntsville. By donation. Registration information.

NOVEMBER 1, 9:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. HOBBS HIKING CLUB FOR ADULTS. Hobbs
State Park. Free. For more information.

NOVEMBER 1, 2:00—4:00 p.m. TRAILBLAZERS HISTORY HIKE . Led by our own
Susan Young, a local historian and Historic Cane Hill (HCH) board member. Historic Cane
Hill. Free for HCH members. For more information.

NOVEMBER 7, 8:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m. UARK HERBARIUM RESEARCH
SYMPOSIUM. University of Arkansas Union: ARKU 513-514. Free.For more information.
NOVEMBER 8, 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. CAVE SPRINGS TREE GIVEAWAY. Illinois
River Watershed Partnership. Free to Cave Springs residents. For more information.
NOVEMBER 8, 9:00 —11:00 a.m. EXPLORIN' WITH LAUREN: FALL BIRDING IN
THE OZARKS. Hobbs State Park. Free. For more information.

NOVEMBER 8, 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 2025 FALL TEA KETTLE FALLS
BUSHWHACKING ADVENTURE HIKE. Ozark Natural Science Center, 1905 Madison
1305, Huntsville. $20. Registration information.

NOVEMBER 8, 10 a.m.—12:00 p.m. PRESS TO PRESERVE—-IN CELEBRATION OF
THE UARK HERBARIUM'S 150th ANNIVERSARY. Hosted by the University of
Arkansas Herbarium. Fayetteville Public Library, Walker Community Room. Free. For more
information.

NOVEMBER 8, 4:30—9:00 p.m. 2025 OWL PROWL . Ozark Natural Science Center,
1905 Madison 1305, Huntsville. $40 or $55. Registration information.

NOVEMBER 9, 10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. FALL FUNGI OF ARKANSAS: THE GOOD,
THE BAD, AND THE MEDICINAL. Ozark Folkways. $65. Registration information.
NOVEMBER 11, 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. HIKE TO HAWKSBILL CRAG . Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute. $29—$64. Registration information.

NOVEMBER 13, 6:00 p.m. BECOMING AN OUTDOORS WOMAN, BOW POWER
TOOLS: MAKING A BAT BOX. J.B. and Johnelle Hunt Family Ozark Highlands Nature
Center, 3400 N. 4o0th Street, Springdale. Free. Registration information.

NOVEMBER 13, 6:00—7:30 p.m. THE HOLY GHOST AND A SHINE OF COAL .
Author talk by our own Peggy Konert. Fayetteville Public Library, Walker Community Room.
For more information.

NOVEMBER 14, 12:00—1:00 p.m. GROW YOUR OWN GROCERIES: ASPARAGUS .
Zoom program by UADA extension agents and staff. Free. Registration information.
NOVEMBER 15, 8:40-11:00 a.m. NOVEMBER 2025 LAKE FAYETTEVILLE
EXPLORATION: NEST & NOOK HUNTING. ONSC@ Lake Fayetteville, 599 E. Lakeview
Drive, Springdale. By donation. Registration information.

NOVEMBER 15, 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 103. DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY I . Bedford
Camera and Video, Fayetteville. $100. Registration information.

NOVEMBER 15, 1:00 p.m. BIRDWATCHING: DUCK ID . J.B. and Johnelle Hunt
Family Ozark Highlands Nature Center, 3400 N. 40th Street, Springdale. Free. Registration
information.

NOVEMBER 15, 2:00—4:00 p.m. 4th ANNUAL SEED SWAP . Hosted by the Ozark
Wild Ones at the Bentonville Library, 405 S. Main, Bentonville. Free. For more information.
NOVEMBER 16, 2:00—3:30 p.m. MUSHROOM GARDENING . Botanical Garden of
the Ozarks. $20—-$60. Registration information.

NOVEMBER 17, 12:00—1:00 p.m. MASTER GARDENER MONDAY . Zoom gardening
program plus MG event updates with Randy Forst, UADA consumer horticulture/Master
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Gardener coordinator. Free. Registration not required. Email Randy for the Zoom link OR
sign up for the state calendar of events sent out by the Extension Service headquarters in
Little Rock.

NOVEMBER 20, 1:00—4:00 p.m. THE ARCHEOLOGY OF NORTHWEST
ARKANSAS. Led by Arkansas State Archeologist Dr. Mel Zabecki. OLLI. $19-34.
Registration information.

NOVEMBER 20, 6:00—7:00 p.m. LIVING IN THE LIBERATED LANDSCAPE: MY
YARD WITH LARRY WEANER. Hosted by Wild Ones National. Free webinar. Donations
accepted. Registration information.

NOVEMBER 22, 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. HOLIDAY WOODLAND WREATH
MAKING WORKSHOP. Ozark Folkways. $50. Registration information.

NOVEMBER 22, 1:00—3:00 p.m. HOLIDAY WREATH MAKING WORKSHOP .
White River Nursery. $55.00. Registration information.

NOVEMBER 28, 9:30—-11:30 a.m. SHADDOX HOLLOW NATURE HIKE . Hobbs
State Park. Free. For more information.

NOVEMBER 28, 1:00—2:00 p.m. QUIET HOUR HIKE FOR ADULTS . Hobbs State
Park. Free. For more information.

NOVEMBER 28, 1:00—1:45 p.m. SAVING AN AMERICAN TREASURE: THE
OZARK CHINQUAPIN TREE. Hobbs State Park. Free. For more information.
NOVEMBER 29, 9:00—11:00 a.m. WINTER WATERFOWL AT LAKE
FAYETTEVILLE’S MULLHOLLAN BLIND. Hosted by Northwest Arkansas Audubon
Society. Free. Registration information.

Contact Information

The Garden Thyme email address is wemgnewsletter@gmail.com. Please use
this address for submissions and for questions and comments specific to the
newsletter. For other needs, please contact the appropriate officer or
chairperson listed in your WCMG Member Resource Guide.

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

Judy Smith, managing editor/submissions; Mary McCully, editor/submissions and
videos; Pam Butler, reporter; Olivia Harrington, reporter; Lynette Terrell, reporter; Susan
Young, production assistant.

Send all newsletter submissions to Judy Smith or Mary McCully.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Alfi Anderson, president; Pam Butler, vice president; Carole Ball, secretary; Julie Murray,
treasurer; Stephanie McGuire, assistant treasurer. Members at large:Rick Oliver, Marty
Powers, Judi Sartwell. Ex officio: Liz Hale, past president; Colin Massey, Washington County
extension agent for agriculture and horticulture.

Banner photo of thyme courtesy Lucy Meskill/flickr
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WCMG Facebook Page WCMG Facebook Group WCMG Instagram
(public) (private)

WCMG website Washington County
Extension Service website

Take heed! If you unsubscribe to emails from Washington County Master Gardeners, you will no
longer receive the Garden Thyme newsletter and WCMG-related news.

Washington County Master Gardeners | ¢/o Washington County Cooperative Extension Service
2536 N. McConnell Avenue | Fayetteville, AR 72703 US

Unsubscribe | Constant Contact Data Notice

C Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://wcmgar.org/
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/counties/washington/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

	﻿Washington County Master Gardeners Newsletter • November 2025
	Taking Care of Business﻿
	From Your President﻿
	Pay Up, Please
	WCMG Scholarship Winner
	Speaking of the WCMG Scholarship . . .
	DOLORES STAMPS and KATHY LAUNDER

	The Sun is Setting on 2025's Volunteer Hours
	Thank You, Mr. Monarch﻿
	The Latest Swarm of Busy Bees﻿
	Thanksgiving Decor
	TALYA TATE BOERNER

	October Photo of the Month Contest:
	"Birds, Bees, and Butterflies"
	FIRST PLACE TIE
	FIRST PLACE TIE
	FIRST PLACE TIE

	Gardening and Community Events
	Contact Information

