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Washington County Master Gardeners Newsletter - December 2025

Garden Thyme is best viewed in your browser (instead of viewing it within
your email). Just click on the link at the top of this page that says "View this
newsletter in your browser."

DECEMBER MEETING

Holiday Potluck and Ornament Exchange

Photo by Masood Aslami on Unsplash.

We hope to see you at our annual holiday potluck onTuesday, December 2, at 6:30
p.m. at the Don Tyson Center for Agricultural Sciences, 1371 W. Altheimer Drive,
Fayetteville. Here's a map.


https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134110571255/68aa1fb5-d402-4bc0-91e6-7e2642fce8f4
https://unsplash.com/@masoodaslami?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-bunch-of-ornaments-hanging-from-a-ceiling-hTCQQEqSTiE?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://maps.app.goo.gl/KDM5Cttc5Xbg9FB18
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=uaex&nav=68aa1fb5-d402-4bc0-91e6-7e2642fce8f4

WHAT TO BRING
e the holiday spirit!
¢ aside dish to share
¢ your own table setting (plate, cup, eating utensils)
¢ optional: a wrapped ornament for our ornament exchange

You may also bring one guest.

Taking Care of Business

We will vote on these items at our December 2 monthly business meeting.

November 2025 Business October 2025 Treasurer's
Meeting Minutes Report

From Your President
ALFI ANDERSON

'Twas the Night Before Christmas. .. in the
Winter Garden

As we enter the winter season, full of all the business
that the season brings, I thought it would be the perfect
moment to help us slip into the holiday spirit. Our
gardens may be resting, but our hearts are busy with
celebration, reflection, and hope for the year

ahead. With that in mind, I wanted to share a little
holiday cheer in true gardener style.

"Twas the night before Christmas, and the garden lay
still—

a frosty white blanket stretched over the hill.

The seedheads were sparkling, the pathways were bright,
each leaf wearing diamonds made fresh by the night.

The tools in the shed were lined up in a row,

still dusted with memories of gardens aglow.

The wheelbarrow rested, the watering cans too,

all dreaming of springtime and skies bright and blue.

Then out from the junipers, nimble and quick,

came a parade of wild neighbors, each merry and slick.
A rabbit hopped forward with whiskers held high,
while a plump little possum came shuffling by.


https://files.constantcontact.com/7faf14e0801/59bcec9f-a097-4c12-80cd-a94130501038.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7faf14e0801/8115f186-ac8a-4a9f-a48f-0a040e4fa0dd.pdf

A fox trotted proudly with tail fluffed just right,

and raccoons tiptoed softly to avoid causing fright.
The deer, ever graceful, arrived two by two,

their breath forming clouds as they gathered to view.

The birds joined the fun with a flutter of cheer—
goldfinches, sparrows, a proud redbird here.
Even the squirrel, with his acorn in tow,
skittered in circles on top of the snow.

They bustled about as if tending the beds,
patting down mulch with their tiny, small heads.
For wildlife, it seemed, had declared it their turn
to care for the garden until plants return.

By rosemary’s shadow, the critters drew near
and left tiny treasures as gifts for the year—

a feather, a pinecone, a perfectly placed nut,

a thank-you to gardeners with hands in the rut.

When the moon climbed its highest and glowed overhead,
they scampered away to their burrows and beds.

But left in the thyme was a message of cheer:

"Rest well, dear gardeners—can’t wait for next year!"

As this lively year draws to a close, I want to offer a heartfelt thank you to every member
of the Washington County Master Gardeners. Your enthusiasm, teamwork, creativity, and
countless volunteer hours make our organization shine.

To everyone who volunteered, and especially to those who chaired or co-chaired
committees and sanctioned projects, thank you for stepping up, pitching in, planning,
organizing, and leading. You keep our gardens, events, and ideas growing strong.

To our wonderful executive committee, your energy, clarity, and leadership have guided us
beautifully this year.

And to our supportive county agents and staff, thank you for your assistance, your
expertise, and all the ways you helped us succeed.

As the year wraps up, may we each take time to celebrate our accomplishments, learn from
our challenges, and continue treating one another with kindness. Just like the creatures in
the winter garden, we thrive when we work together.

Thank you for another year of your time, fun, and friendship. May your holidays be bright,
cozy, and full of laughter—and may the coming year bring fresh projects, new growth, and
plenty of time in the gardens we love.

I am looking forward to our December membership potluck on Tuesday, December 2, at
6:30 p.m. at the Don Tyson Center for Agricultural Sciences in Waldrip Hall, 1371 West



Altheimer Drive, Fayetteville. Please make sure to bring your eating and drinking
implements and a dish to share. Also, don’t forget your wrapped ornament for ornament
exchange game. Can’t wait to see you!

Where Will We Meet in 2026?

Photo by Joshua Harris on Unsplash.

Your executive committee wants you to know that by a narrow margin, WCMG voters
chose the Washington County Extension Office over Good Shepherd Lutheran Church as
our 2026 meeting location. Details will be shared soon.

Hop to It!


https://unsplash.com/@j_harris_391?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-pole-with-a-bunch-of-yellow-street-signs-on-it-BwH31YGYXho?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

Photo by Ashish Upadhyay on Unsplash.

If you haven't paid your 2026 dues, please hop to it ! You can pay online with a
credit card (it's so easy!) or you can email WCMG treasurer Julie Murray to make other
payment arrangements.

Dues are $30. A $5 late fee will be applied if payment is made after December 1.

Finished Your Logging?


https://unsplash.com/@ashishupadhyay?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/brown-kangaroo-jumping-6iTOGV7p5uk?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
mailto:wcmgartreasurer@gmail.com

Logging in Parks Rapids, Minnesota, circa 1895. Courtesy Library of Congress.

WCMG membership committee co-chair Kathryn Birkhead sends this reminder:

The deadline for recording your hours is December 15, not December 31, so
don’t think you have more time than you do! And remember that it doesn’t matter
how many hundreds of hours you have if you don’t enter them into the system before it
closes down.

Here's a link that will take you directly to the Master Gardener login page for
reporting hours.

Questions? Get in touch with Annette Pianalto or Kathryn Birkhead before
December 15!

Ho-Ho-Holiday Traditions

TALYA BOERNER


https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3a42592/
https://arkmg.uada.edu/accounts/login/?next=/home/
mailto:annettepianalto@gmail.com
mailto:kathrynbirkhead@gmail.com

Image courtesy Talya Boerner.

Yesterday I bought a big bag of clementines at Harps. The mere sight of all that orange
fruit piled in the produce aisle where sweet cherries lived during summer nudged me into
Christmas. As I dumped them into a bowl on the kitchen island, I thought about holiday
traditions and how I do certain things because somewhere buried in my holiday memories,
we've always done it that way.

Back when I was a kid, Momma bought tangerines. (Clementines are a rather recent U.S.
phenomenon, initially shipped over from Spain one year when the Florida citrus crop
suffered a particularly bad year.) In my bowl, they smell just like Christmas on the farm.
They help fill the summer watermelon void. Click here to read more. (This link will
take you to Talya's blog on her Grace, Grits and Gardening website.)

November Photo of the Month Contest:
"Fall Color™


https://gracegritsgarden.com/2018/11/holiday-traditions.html

FIRST PLACE
"Tree of Life" by Caleb Israel




SECOND PLACE TIE
"Mirror Image" by Delcina Cunico

SECOND PLACE TIE
"Fall Colors in the Sky" by Mary McCully

The December photo contest theme is "Winter Gardens/Winter Berries." Deadline to
enter is December 15. Contest details are available on the WCMG website.

Questions? Email website committee chair Kitty Sanders.

Gardening and Community Events

PAM BUTLER

This calendar features events close to home. To stay in the know about MG and UADA
gardening-related activities across Arkansas, sign up for the state calendar of
events sent by the Extension Service headquarters in Little Rock.

DECEMBER 3, 5:00—8:00 p.m. TIM ERNST 50th ANNIVERSARY BOOK AND
SLIDESHOW PRESENTATION. Fayetteville Public Library, Event Center. Free. For
more information.

DECEMBER 6, 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. KOKEDAMA — MOSSBALL PLANT
WORKSHOP. Cow Face Farm, 15733 Cow Face Road, Lowell. $75.Registration


https://wcmgar.org/photo-of-the-month-competition/
mailto:wcmgphotos@gmail.com
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001rjHrKBojjikpp1gxyjGsfaa9FnLELI3di-ZTbzSHhniXm_g-BBvH1j9b3ou4pMuEiGWDnoo34ac314Zyh28canh67dt45-sF40rvq4VsEXY%3D
https://www.faylib.org/event/15046604
https://www.facebook.com/events/3565288130280615/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22discovery_local_tab%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22bookmark%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D

information.

DECEMBER 6, 10:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. WREATH WORKSHOP 2025 . Westwood
Gardens, 4324 W. Wedington Drive, Fayetteville. $65. Registration information.
DECEMBER 6, 10:00—11:30 a.m. MIMOSAS AND CHRISTMAS WREATH
WORKSHOP. Samantha’s Garden, 501 W B Emma Avenue, Springdale. $75.
Registration information.

DECEMBER 6, 12:30—5:00 p.m. 2025 JOURNEY THROUGH TIME: KESSLER
MOUNTAIN ROCK CITY GEOLOGY HIKE. ONSC Mount Kessler, 1725 Smoke House
Trail, Fayetteville. $10-25. Registration information.

DECEMBER 6, 1:00—3:00 p.m. HOLIDAY WREATH MAKING WORKSHOP .
White River Nursery. $55. Registration information.

DECEMBER 7, 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. SIX TWELVE LOCAL ARTIST AND
PLANT POP-UP. Six Twelve Coffeehouse & Bar, 39080 W. Wedington Drive, Fayetteville.
For more information.

DECEMBER 9, 5:00 p.m. TURN THAT PATCH INTO A PLAN WORKSHOP .
Hosted by the Wild Ones and Plan it Wild. YouTube Live with a limited Zoom audience. By
donation. Registration information.

DECEMBER 10, 6:00-7:30 p.m. REUSE! BECAUSE YOU CAN’T RECYCLE
THE PLANET. Fayetteville Public Library, Walker Community Room. Free.For more
information.

DECEMBER 11, 10:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. TREE PLANTING ON OSAGE CREEK,
DAY 1. Northwest Arkansas Conservation Authority and Illinois River Watershed
Partnership. Registration information.

DECEMBER 12, 10:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. TREE PLANTING ON OSAGE CREEK,
DAY 2. Northwest Arkansas Conservation Authority and Illinois River Watershed
Partnership. Free. Registration information.

DECEMBER 13, 10:00 —11:30 a.m. CONSERVATION EASEMENT WORKSHOP
FOR WAR EAGLE LANDOWNERS. Hobbs State Park Visitor Center, Rogers.
Presented by the Northwest Arkansas Land Trust. Free. Registration information.
DECEMBER 13, 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. PLANT PROPAGATION WORKSHOP.
Cow Face Farm, 15733 Cow Face Road, Lowell. $75. Registration information.
DECEMBER 13, 2:00 p.m. GEOCACHING 101 . J.B. and Johnelle Hunt Family Ozark
Highlands Nature Center, 3400 N. 40th Street, Springdale. Free. Registration
information.

DECEMBER 14, ALL DAY. FAYETTEVILLE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT . Hosted
by Northwest Arkansas Audubon Society. Free. Registration information.
DECEMBER 17, 9:00 —11:30 a.m. CONSERVATION EASEMENT WORKSHOP
FOR ILLINOIS RIVER WATERSHED LANDOWNERS. Illinois River Watershed
Office Partnership, 221 S. Main Street, Cave Springs. Presented by the Northwest Arkansas
Land Trust. Free. Registration information.

DECEMBER 20, 8:40-11:00 a.m. DECEMBER 2025 LAKE FAYETTEVILLE
EXPLORATION: WINTER SOLSTICE WONDERLAND. ONSC@ Lake Fayetteville,
599 E. Lakeview Drive, Springdale. By donation. Registration information.
DECEMBER 20, 12:30—3:30 p.m. GLISTENING WINTERY FOREST MIXED
PAINTING/RESIN/GLASS WORKSHOP. Henzie's Art Studio, 101 Main Street SE,
Gravette. $48. Registration information.



https://www.westwoodgardens.com/product/wreath-workshop-2025
https://samanthasgarden.florist/mimosas-and-christmas-wreath-workshop-12-6-25-at-10-00-am-springdale-location.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawOEp6xleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFSVVJIazF1bUwxMkJwZjZJc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHsRMP8L1Fad3Xo__SpXBwGghrY28tE7YCtUtb3vsw9vqHgOtObwdYU4uLKyo_aem_zYDlGgv7dlIN8cJ2yLA8cg
https://www.onsc.us/events-1/2025-rock-city-hike
https://www.whiterivernursery.com/event-details/holiday-wreath-making-workshop-4
https://www.facebook.com/events/2424979997873840/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22discovery_local_tab%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22bookmark%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://wildones.org/turn-that-patch-into-a-plan/#register
https://www.faylib.org/event/14759629
https://www.irwp.org/events/naca-planting-day1
https://www.irwp.org/events/naca-planting-day2
https://www.nwalandtrust.org/calendar/conservation-easement-workshop-for-war-eagle-landowners/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1379610850247222/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22discovery_local_tab%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22bookmark%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://ar-events.s3licensing.com/eventprofile/239
https://nwarkaudubon.org/
https://www.nwalandtrust.org/calendar/conservation-easement-worskshop-for-illinois-river-watershed-landowners/
https://www.onsc.us/events-1/december-2025-lake-fayetteville-exploration-winter-solstice-wonderland
https://www.facebook.com/events/1352781203219123/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22discovery_local_tab%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22bookmark%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D

Contact Information

The Garden Thyme email address iswemgnewsletter@gmail.com. Please use this
address for submissions and for questions and comments specific to the newsletter. For
other needs, please contact the appropriate officer or chairperson listed in your WCMG
Member Resource Guide.

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

Judy Smith, managing editor/submissions; Mary McCully, editor/submissions and
videos; Pam Butler, reporter; Olivia Harrington, reporter; Lynette Terrell, reporter;
Susan Young, production assistant.

Send all newsletter submissions to Judy Smith or Mary McCully.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Alfi Anderson, president; Pam Butler, vice president; Carole Ball, secretary; Julie
Murray, treasurer; Stephanie McGuire, assistant treasurer. Members at large: Rick
Oliver, Marty Powers, Judi Sartwell. Ex officio: Liz Hale, past president; Colin
Massey, Washington County extension agent for agriculture and horticulture.

Banner photo of thyme courtesy Lucy Meskill/flickr
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Take heed! If you unsubscribe to emails from Washington County Master Gardeners, you will no
longer receive the Garden Thyme newsletter and WCMG-related news.

Washington County Master Gardeners
¢/o Washington County Cooperative Extension Service
2536 N. McConnell Avenue
Fayetteville, AR 72704 US
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