
2026 Garden Gate Tour Garden Descriptions 
 

A LOVE OF GARDENING SHARED BY TWO​
3750 N. Pine Manor Drive, Fayetteville 
Map location 1 
​
This mother-daughter duo invites you to explore the gardens they’ve created together, each with its own 
personality. A cottage garden bursting with color, fragrance, and charm. A perennial garden that features 
hardy plants with a mixture of textures, heights, and hues that transform throughout the seasons, and the 
newest addition of a carefully designed native garden focusing on attracting song birds and other 
pollinators. 

 
WASHINGTON COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE GARDENS​
2536 N. McConnell Avenue, Fayetteville 
Map location 2 
 
The Extension Office gardens are a project of the Washington County Master Gardeners (WCMG). The 
gardens include a variety of flowering plants, vegetables, grasses, shrubs, and small trees suited for 
Northwest Arkansas. WCMG’s Compost Demonstration Site on the Extension Service campus will also be 
open for self-guided tours. Extension Service staff will be on hand to discuss a variety of resources for home 
gardeners, including gardening fact sheets, soil testing, plant disease diagnosis, food preservation, and 
water quality best practices (rain barrels, rain gardens, planting natives, integrated pest management). Also, 
representatives from Washington County 4-H Clubs and the Washington County Fair will be available to 
share ways that kids and adults can become involved with gardening-related activities and events. Last but 
not least, WCMGs will be conducting a raised garden bed demonstration build throughout the day. Register 
to win one of two raised beds that will be given away at the end of the day! 

 
 
FRESH START​
411 W. North Street, Fayetteville 
Map location 3 
 
The homeowner purchased this, his first home, in 2025. He recalls, “I fell in love with this special place 
because of its proximity to Wilson Park, the tree-filled lot, and the unique design not seen in today’s newly 
built homes. 
 
“One thing that was missing though was landscaping. There were amazing trees and a few misplaced 
shrubs, but there was not much thought put into the front and back yard. It only took a call to my mom (who 
is a Master Gardener), and the landscape design process began. 
 
“After removing plants, redrawing the beds, doing a soil test with the Washington County Extension Office, 
adding amendments, selecting over 150 plants, placing and planting the new plants, we were moving in the 
right direction. This new landscape, although very young, adds so much to the character of my home. With 
shade gardens using a variety of ferns, heucheras, hostas, and astilbes, there is always something to enjoy. 
The backyard continues shade gardening with an added feature of a hugelkultur bed. There is a little sun on 
the east side of my home which shows off a variety of native plants. With a new landscape, I must 
remember, ‘First year they sleep, second year they creep, third year they leap.’” 
 



 
The “O-FISH-ALL” OASIS​
422 W. Cleburn Street, Fayetteville​
Map location 4 
 
The homeowners have enjoyed their urban oasis in the wonderful Wilson Park neighborhood for the last 
eleven years. With four children and seven grandchildren all living within two blocks of each other, it was 
important to create an outdoor area with personal, serene, and relaxing details for all ages to enjoy. 
They describe their gardens as an eclectic, compact, and verdant small space. The area prioritizes the 
views from chairs on the wrap-around porch where so much family time is spent. With Wilson Park only a 
block away, the family chose to emphasize plants and flowers over playground equipment. 
Adding to what was existing, they have used familiar, hardy plants to create a more “grounded” and 
sustainable sanctuary. The garden is a masterclass in using reliable favorites to create a sense of calm. It 
leans on soft textures (lamb’s ears) and nostalgic scents (lilacs) to turn a simple yard into a secluded 
escape. 
 
Large clusters of hydrangeas provide cloud-like blooms in the summer, while hostas fill the shady corners 
and stone wells. The crape myrtle provides a centerpiece to the garden and welcomes a variety of bird 
friends. Native coneflowers and black-eyed Susans add pops of cheerful yellow, attracting butterflies and 
bees that add a hum to the “O-Fish-All” Oasis. 

 
LUCKY OLD SUN GARDEN​
215 E. Davidson Street, Fayetteville​
Map location 5 
 
The homeowner says, “I bought this house in the summer of 1999. Part of the terraced garden by the street 
existed, and I expanded it across the length of my property. A big tulip poplar shades most of my front yard, 
and I planted dogwoods on the west side. I especially love my window boxes and fill them seasonally. 
“The backyard is very shady, and I have planted over one hundred hostas. I added rock borders and paths. 
The brick patio, built using historic bricks made in Coffeyville, Kansas, was a welcome addition, along with 
my vintage metal patio furniture. A couple of the patio chairs belonged to my great grandparents, and my 
other grandparents were from Coffeyville. I also love to add flea market finds to my garden.” 

 
WELCOME GARDEN​
220 E. Lafayette Street, Fayetteville 
Map location 6 
 
The homeowners explain, “When we were children, our grandparents’ homes welcomed us with white picket 
fences, gravel driveways, honeysuckle-covered arbors, and tall hedges of rhododendron, lilac, and 
boxwood. Inside the gates, flower beds were full of color and fragrance, alive with butterflies, bees, and 
birds singing. We ran barefoot through the grass, wove dandelion garlands, and chased fireflies beneath the 
stars. As adults, we’ve often longed for the lightness and joy of those gardens. Three years ago, inspired by 
those memories—and by Christopher Alexander’s A Pattern Language, Douglas Tallamy’s Bringing Nature 
Home, and Akira Miyawaki’s ”Urban Forest Method”—we began to create our own ‘Welcome Garden.’ On 
our half-acre lot, we fenced, tilled, and planted with the hope to create a garden space where all who pass 
by—people and wildlife alike—might pause a moment to enjoy the warmth, color, and welcome that our 
grandparents shared with us.” 

 



A WINDOW WITHOUT WALLS​
425 N. Olive Avenue, Fayetteville 
Map location 7 
 
This garden is an extension of the owners’ home and lifestyle. Traveling to France together for the past four 
decades has provided inspiration from the French gardens of the Loire Valley. The garden path on the south 
side of the  house is a work in progress, experimenting with perennials both in sun and shade. French 
garden antiques are tucked in here and there that recall various adventures in France–a nineteenth century 
iron pump with a gargoyle spout, a hand-carved stone fragment adorned with pomegranates, garden tiles 
from a French convent, a carved stone chapel from Normandy. A bit of haphazard planting along the path 
leads to the formal French parterre garden, a “window without walls.” The parterre garden is an 
architectural, structured garden. Order is imposed while simplicity reigns. Miniature manicured boxwoods 
define the four parterres filled with colorful annuals that change every year. The stone window in the center 
came from a manor house in Normandy and was erected as the lighted centerpiece of our garden. A 
window with no boundaries or barriers, a relic of the past where we can reflect on travels of bygone days 
and adventures of the future. 

 
JARDIN ACEITUNA​
603 N. Olive Avenue, Fayetteville 
Map location 8 
 
Jardin Aceituna (“Olive Garden” in Spanish) arose from a dream. The homeowners mused, “What if we 
could shield ourselves from the road and create natural paradise for all: the bees and butterflies, the birds 
and bunnies, and of course, people.” From basic ten years ago to beautiful today, Jardin Aceituna is proof 
that any urban/suburban yard can become a life-filled space of color and texture. Relying on both native and 
non-native plants, the owners created first the deer-proof enclosed vegetable garden, then moved on to 
further reduce lawn in the backyard by planting a wildscape for fireflies. After seeing how inspiring this bit of 
variety was not only to adults, but also to children at play, the couple killed all the lawn east of the sidewalk 
and replaced it with a native prairie—which has vigorously persisted, despite complaints from a few 
neighbors and the City of Fayetteville. Taking the rabbit’s-eye view philosophy, the garden aims to fill all 
available space with plants, using “green mulch” as ground cover, opting for rhizomatous and re-seeding 
perennials, and over-seeding with colorful annuals for spontaneous drifts that change year to year. 
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